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OUR SCHOOLS,
<49 OUR SAFETY,

OUR SAY

‘What will the re-opening of schools
actually look like? That’s the $1 million
guestion that everyone wants answered.
Here’s what we know:

A few weeks ago, Governor Roy
Cooper announced that schools would
operate on Plan B when school resumes
on August 17, which is a hybrid of
online and in-person learning. Back in
late spring, he charged schools with
developing a three-tier plan for re-
opening: Plan A - all in-person
learning, Plan B, and Plan C -- remote-
only learning. The governor stated that
schools are not allowed to use Plan A.
Click here for an NCAE FAQ on
reopening rules.

NCAE leaders worked closely with
Governor Cooper to come up with the
best plan for educators and its 1.5
million school children. “The careful
approach that Governor Cooper took in
all of his reopening decisions is deeply
appreciated, and while we understand
the difficult choice, we must make the
safety of our educators and students the
first priority,” said NCAE President
Tamika Walker Kelly in a statement to
the media. “Unfortunately, educators
and parents have been presented with a
false dichotomy: the public schools we
love, or our safety. We can have both.
In order to safely reopen all schools in
the way that will protect the health of
both students and educators, a
significant amount of resources is

required. The General Assembly has
simply refused to appropriate them.
This General Assembly must step up
and do their jobs to provide the
necessary funding for public schools
so that educators can do their jobs to
safely educate all of North Carolina’s
students. NCAE members have been
on the front lines of this pandemic
ever since it began. We have supported
and led families through the greatest
period of uncertainty of our lifetime.
We intend to lead our communities so
that when we see our students and
families again, we are able to welcome
them into fully resourced, and safe
learning and working environments
for all of us.”

In an effort to secure proper safety
measures for educators and students,
NCAE launched the “Our Schools,
Our Safety, Our Say” campaign over
the summer. Members were asked to
sign a petition that demanded the
General Assembly:

1) Keep public school funding intact.
Absolutely no cuts to the 2020-21
budget.

2) Follow and fund all strong schools
requirements and recommendations
published by the Department of Health
and Human Services.

3) Meet with NCAE to create safe
school re-entry plans that respect
students, families, and staff. As of

press time, more than 17,000
signatures had been collected (click
here to sign the petition if you have not
already done so).

NCAE leaders will be keeping these
demands at the forefront as they await
legislators’ scheduled return to Raleigh
in September.

Because safety is a major concern for
the successful re-opening of schools,
the Association hosted a tele town hall
last month with Dr. Mandy Cohen,
secretary of the N.C. Department of
Health and Human Services, Dr.
Elizabeth Tilson, state health director
and chief medical officer, and Susan
Perry, chief deputy secretary. Dr. Cohen
discussed measures the state will take
to help keep educators and students
safe, and answered members’ questions
and concerns about the COVID-19
virus. Schools will be required to
perform daily temperature and health
screening checks, maintain 6 feet of
social distancing, and face coverings
will be mandatory for all school
employees and students. Click here to
see the information referenced by Dr.
Cohen.

During the town hall meeting, a poll
was conducted of members giving them
an opportunity to share which school
re-opening plan they thought is better
suited for North Carolina — 12 percent
chose Plan B, 69 percent chose Plan C,
and a little less than 3 percent were
unsure.

Over the coming weeks, and for as
long it takes, NCAE will continue to
work with the governor, health
officials, and lawmakers to ensure that
our students and staff remain safe and
healthy, and that the best learning
options are implemented. Regular
updates will be forthcoming through
the Association’s social media sites and
other communications venues.
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